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Transcription: “Children” 
 
Forasmuch as the good Education of Children is of singular be hoof and benefit to any 
Commonwealth, and whereas many Parents and masters are too indulgent and negligent of 
their duty in that kind ;— It is therefore ordered by this Court and Authority thereof, that 
the Selectmen of every Town, in the several precincts and quarters where they dwell, shall have 
a vigilant eye over their brethren and neighbours, to see first, that none of them shall suffer so 
much Barbarism in any of their families as not to endeavor to teach by themselves or others 
their Children and Apprentices so much Learning as may enable them perfectly to read the 
English tongue, and knowledge of the Capital Laws, upon penalty of twenty shillings for each 
neglect therein; Also, that all Masters of families do once a week at least, catechise their 
children and servants in the grounds and principles of religion; and if any be unable to do so 
much, that then at the least they procure such Children or Apprentices to learn some short 
orthodox Catechism, without book, that they may be able to answer to the questions that shall 
be propounded to them out of such Catechisms by their parents or Masters or any of the Select 
men, when they shall call them to a trial of what they have learned in this kind. 
 
And further, that all Parents and Masters do breed and bring up their Children and Apprentices 
in some honest lawful calling, labour, or employment, either in husbandry, or some other 
trade profitable for themselves and the Commonwealth, if they will not nor cannot train them up 
in learning to fit them for higher employment. And if any of the Selectmen, after Admonition by 
them given to such Masters of families, shall find them still negligent of their duty in the 
particulars aforementioned, whereby Children and Servants become rude, stubborn and unruly, 
the said Selectmen with the help of two Magistrates shall take such Children or Apprentices 
from them, and place them with some masters for years, boys till they come to twenty one and 
girls to eighteen years of age complete, which will more strictly look unto, and force them to 
submit unto government, according to the rules of this order, if by fair means and former 
instructions they will not be drawn unto it.  



 

 
 

 



 

Transcription: “Schools” 
 
It being one chief project of that old deluder Satan, to keep men from the knowledge of the 
Scriptures, as in former times keeping them in an unknown tongue, so in these latter times by 
persuading them from the use of Tongues, so that at least the true sense and meaning of the 
original might be clouded with false glosses of saint seeming deceivers; and that Learning may 
not be buried in the Grave of our Forefathers, in Church and Commonwealth, the Lord assisting 
our endeavors,—It is therefore ordered by this Court and Authority thereof, that every Township 
within this Jurisdiction, after the Lord hath increased them to the number of fifty houshoulders, 
shall then forthwith appoint one within their Towne to teach all such children as shall resort to 
him, to write and read, whose wages shall be paid either by the parents or masters of such 
children, or by the Inhabitants in general by way of supply, as the major part of those who order 
the prudentials of the Town shall appoint; provided that those who send their children be not 
oppressed by more than they can have them taught for in other Towns. And it is further ordered, 
that where any Town shall increase to the number of one hundred families or householders, 
they shall set up a Grammar School, the masters thereof being able to instruct youths so far as 
they may be fitted for the University. And if any Town neglect the performance thereof above 
one year, then every such Towne shall pay five pounds per annum, to the next such School, till 
they shall perform this order. 


