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How a Bill Becomes a Law in Connec�cut 
 
Have you ever wondered how a simple idea can become a law in Connec�cut? It's a fascina�ng 
process! Let's explore it step by step. 
 
Step 1: Idea 
Everything begins with an idea. Someone—Anyone! Even a kid!—thinks of a new rule or law they 
believe would help people in Connec�cut. 
 
Step 2: Bill 
The idea is writen down as a bill. A bill is like a sugges�on for a new law. It's just a piece of paper with 
words on it! 
 
Step 3: First House 
The bill goes to a special group of people called the legislature. The Connec�cut legislature, called the 
General Assembly, works in the State Capitol. It has two parts: the Senate and the House of 
Representa�ves. A bill can begin in either house. 
 
Step 4: Commitee 
The bill is sent to a commitee in the house where it was first suggested. This commitee carefully looks 
at the bill and discusses it. They may even make changes to improve it. 
 
Step 5: Debate 
If the commitee likes the bill, it goes to the whole legislature for a big debate. Lawmakers discuss the 
bill, share their thoughts, and ask ques�ons. 
 
Step 6: Vote 
A�er the debate, all the lawmakers vote. If most of them say “yes” to the bill, it moves to the next step. 
If most of them say “no,” the bill doesn't become a law. 
 
Step 7: Second House 
A�er passing the first house, the bill goes to the other house for debate and vo�ng. If most of the 
lawmakers in the second house say “yes” to the bill, it moves to the next step. If most say “no,” the bill 
doesn’t become a law. 
 
Step 8: Governor 
The bill, if approved by both parts of the General Assembly, goes to the governor. The governor is 
elected by the people to be the leader of the state of Connec�cut. The governor can sign the bill to 
make it a law or say “no.” 
 
Step 9: Law 
If the Governor signs the bill, it becomes a law! It's now a rule that everyone in Connec�cut must 
follow. 
 
And that's how a simple idea can become a law in our great state! 


