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First Prize In Bulfinch Contest for Boys and Girls In the High School
Goes to Herbert H. Mills, Second to Donald P. Lane, Third to O.
H. Clark, Jr., Fourth to Roy E. Donlon, Fifth to Olive S. Abbey,
Sixth to John Sabin Hunt and Seventh to Robert Abram.

HE HON, MARCUS

T

H, HOLCOMB, Governor of the State o

Connecticut, acted as judge in awarding the prizes in the| postoMce. Tho first Connecticut State
Sunday ‘' Courant’s'’ contest for two sels of essays on the| House was a wooden structure stand-

subjeet ““Why the Old City Hall Should Be Saved'’ and winners are
herewith announced and the prize winning essays printed below. -
““The Courant’’ wishes to publicly express its thanks to Qover-
nor Holeomb and also to the boys and girls of the Hartford, East
Hartford and West Hartford schools who responded so well to the

opportunity to tell how they felt regarding the preservation of Hart. |

ford's most important historieal huilding.

For the large number of excellent essays received the fourteen
winning the prizes were selecied as the ones which best expressed the
reasons for saving the old City Hall.

It is well to review briefly the conditions of the contest which
was first suggested by two Hartford women, who prefer to remain
unkno{vn, but who are very anxious that the historic old structure
he repaired and made a monument to the early days of the city and

state.

On making their desire known, ‘‘The Courant’! willingly

seconded their efforts and contributed an equal amount of money to

be distributed in prizes.

Accordingly, two groups of seven prizes each were announced.
The first group, known as the Bulfinch prizes, was for the essays

written by high school pupils.

There was a first prize of $10, a sec-

and prize of $5 and five prizes of $1 each for the next five most
worthy essays. The Bulfinch prizes were given by thess public-

spirited women, ‘‘The Courant”’

made a similar offer to pupils of

grade schools. The group of prizes known as the Bushnell prizes, in
memory of Dr. Horace Busnhell, consisted of one first prize of $10,
one second prize of $5 and five prizes of $1 ench, to be given to the

five next hest essays.

" Below are printed the Bulfineh prize essays written by pupils of
the Hartford Public High School, and on the following page ‘‘The

Courant’’ prize essays written by the boys and girls in

schools :—

FIRST BULFINCH PRIZE.
HERBERT JI, MILLS

Situated in the center of Hartford,
the most beautiful elty In tho state, Is
the massive old City Hall, Standing
as it does, among splendld examples
of twentleth century structures, it
forms n pleturesque contrast. The
building s a fine roliz of architecture
125 vears ago. Our old State House
and Independenco Hall possess much
in common. One marks the making
of a state, the other tho birth of n
nation. Would It he justice to destroy
either of these monuments of ltherty
and government? It Is our duty to
preserve them, not only for ourselves,
but for the coming generations,

A wonderful drama kas taken place
in and about the old State Houso.
Upon the site of ths building the
primitlve redskin reamed, and, later,
traded with our mnncentors. Imagine
spolling the site which designates
where our forefathers, attlred in
knickerbockers, exchanged their
heads, chains and other trinkots for
the furs and land of the Indlon!
Tiow absurd it would he to obliterata
the few evidences of events long
passed!

The bullding, completed In 1796
had a romantle history from the Arst.
Many events took place in the build-
Ing.  Tn the year 1797 *he funeral
sermon of the murderer, Done, was
preached befora a crowd Inrger than
twice the population of Hariford at
the time. Tho famous Hartford Con-
ventlon met {n the Stale House in
1S14. It was followed four years later
by the memorable convention which
framed the Constitutlon of our state.
Gieneral Lafayette, tha preut French-
man {o whom we owa 30 much for our
liberty, held a reception In the bhuild-
Ing In 1825, During ts long exiat-
ence five Presldenta have visited the
old State ¥ouse. They woro Presi-
dents Monroe, Jackson, Polk, John-
son and Grant,  The bhuilding tvas
considered the best of its kind in the
eountry and was anxlously sought out
hy notable men, Tt the old Clty Hall
is torn down, no real, eoncrete evi-
dence of these stirrinx ovents will re-
main, only the “dry" informatlon of
aur text-hooks. Why are not acholars
eatisfled with fust reading about olden
thimes? They Eo nbroad to sce some
real evidence of what has gone bhy.
For the same reason we ghould pre-
serve olir ol State House for those
wha study the history of our state,

Tn all Connerticut there ts no place
more approprinte for  housing the
deeds, words and treatles of the com-
monwenlth, Tiartford = centrnl to all
Connecticut, Only a small sum would
be required to turn part of tha old
City Hall into n museum. Here could
be gathered togrether the numerous
relles of our past, Such an institn-
tion would be In perfect accord with
the building, becnuse of tts historicnl
Importance,

The people of Connecticut are
greatly indebted to tha numerous his-
toric and civie socleties.  They have
done much to promote historle re-
weitrch and to arouse our patrioti=m.
These organizations have responded
admirably whenever cnlled upon to
donate to some worthy canre. Would
it not be a just reward tor thelr grent
servica to us to have them housed In
the old City Hall? In these troubled
times our patrintic seciciics do a great
deal toward fostering national unity.
Surely, tha buillding could nat he put
tn n hetter use,

Now, rulerg of Hartford, do not
remove Ruch nn asset to aur beautiful
eitvt Nat many vears ago Hertford
allowed & great industre to s8lip from

the grade

ita hands. Do not let hlstory repeat
Itselt! Tho old City Hall is our index
to our past history. Beforo the beau-
tiful strueture 13 destroyed let us read
over onco moro the worda of Colonel
Willlam E. Cone, who, at the dodica-
tion of the old Stats Iouso as o new
City Hall, sald, fn part: “For nearly
260 years the history of Stato House
square haa been intimately connected
with the hlstory of our city and state.
Hore our ancestors for many genern-
tions met {n counc!! and enacted those
Inwa and lald the foundatlons for
thoso institutions which havo distin-

gulshed our stato abovo hor sistors. |

Let us trust that this bduilding and
square may long be preserved as n
momento of former genarations, and
may thoso who in future years occupy
these chambers as logislators bo gov-|
erned by the same patrioic motlves
and wise judgment which have dis-
tinguished their predecesrors.’

How approprinte theso words arc!
How unpatriotic it would bhe to de-
stroy tha memento of former genera-
tions! ITow unwise it would he to obh-
literato that structuroe which shel-
tered tho lnwmakers of Conneoticut!
Colonel Cone's memorable words
should ring. In overy patriotic ear,
The venerable old building, perhaps o
little obsolete ns regards architecture.
perhaps a 1Mttle the worse for age,
nevertheless hag served us well, T.et
us preserve {t. It Is no more than
our duty,

SECOND BULFINCIH PRIZE.
DONALD P, LANE

In order that tho render may judge
for himself whether the historlec old
City Hall should be allowed to keep
the place which it has falthfully held
for moro than a century, or ghould
be razed that some “skyserapoer” may
adorn {ts valuable site, I will try to
glve a littlo iden of Its fmportance in
the history of tho state and common-
wealth,

Before 1720 there wag no court-
house or State House and the Qon-

DONALD P. LANE
Sccond Rulflnch Prize

£ eral Assembly met In the meeting-

house near the site of the present

ing a little to the weat of where the
old City Hall now standa, It prob-
ably morved the state In mnny ways,
for wo find {t recorded that in the
garrot were stored armsa for the mill.
tin. Durlng the peace calebration in
1783 fire serlously damaged the old
structure. Hartford contributed £250
of the £760 (I2nglish currency) neces-
sary to have It repaired. The old
Stato House was useful {in many ways,
Town meetings wers held there, as
was also the flrst city meeting
Churches sometimes used it for serve
iees, and tho junlor class of Ynale Col-
lege gave a plny there in 1788. When
the @enoral Assembly provided for
the now State House In 1792 tho old
bullding wns to ba wold nt auctfon.
It 1a not generally known what be.
cama of it.

The sccond State House, now known
ns the old City Hall, was bullt of
brick with brownstone trimmings
from a design by Charles Bulfinch,
tho famous architect. of that period.
Tta totnl cost was $52.480, of swhich
$3,600 was raised by subscription from
the citlzens of Fartford, Hartford
county gave $1,600, the state of Con-

necticitt $12,480 and  Masgra, Ward
and Halsoy furnished the rest of the
amount upon promize of the “Gore
lands" near Pennsylvania, which wcre‘
clatmed by Connectlent. A bell and
cupoln were put up in 1822 nt n totnl
cost nf $800, the clty and county giv.
fng $300 for the hell nnd tho state
erecting the cupola. The bullding,
was used for atate offices, county pur-
poses until 1830 and town meetings
until 31832, JIn 1882 a controversy
between Hartford city and county over
the title to tho State Ilouse was set-
tled by the supreme court In favor of
the city. The state conveyed any in-
torests which {t may have had in tha
bullding to the city of Hartford In
1879, The clty wns then in posses-
alon of the land and huilding, which
it has used for city purposes from
that time unt!l the bullding of (he
new Municipal Bullding,

Now that wo know something of
the history of tho famous bullding we
should he abla to judgo nccurately as
to its fate. Should it not, T ask vou.
ho left to stand where 1t was planned
for and bhullt hy our forefathers? Are
slten for buainess blocka so scarce and
the love of money so strong In our

citlzans that this historle lx\ndm:\rk
[rxhonld be removed for theso purposes?

Some worthy persons wouid no deubt
ke to see a park whoro the building
now stands. But does Flartford, “The
Clty Reautiful,'’ need ancther park to
ndd to its already goodly number?
And besides, would this park be large

enough nnd do good enough to pay
for tho irreparablo losa of the City,
Hall?

Shonld not this famous old strue-
ture be preserved ns n resting place
and a musoum for such sacred old
rellcs as the staft of Thomas Seymonr,,
Hartford's first mayor? Ts it not n|
good pluce in which to exhibit such
objects na the portralts of Hartford's,
earlior mayors? Could this ecity do
hetter than to save this building for
futuro generations as ane of the works
of Rulfinch? Roston has Its mm-h-‘
javed Taneuil Hall and Philadelphin
Its Independence Hall. Should nnt
Hartford follow the examploe of these,
patriotic clties and took upon tho de-i
struction of the City Ifall na reflect-
Ing discredit upon the name of tho‘
city? ‘The razing of the building c-m
mean but small profit to the eity, .md
T think that, on the whale, it would
ba unwise to destroy or mar In any
way the benuty of tho old bulidins,

Theso are tho nrgumenta and rea-
sons that T submit for tht preservation
of the old City Hall.

THIRD BULFINCH PRIZE.
0. TOWARD CLARK, JR.

Before presenting the reasans why
tho City Hall should be preserved it
might bo well to give a short history
of the bhuilding and a resume of the
events which have made It famous
and entitle it to a position on the
same lovel ax the historically famed
pulldings of Philadelphla and Roston,

Tho City Hall was bogun in 1792,
at which timé the General Assembly
appointed a bullding commission of
fivo prominent men, The Assembly
appropriated £1,500 and the citizeng
of Hartford a llke amount, But when
this total was found Insuflicient a
contract was mado with Messrs, Ward
and Halsey of Guilford and Nerwlich,
,respoctively, to finish the City Hall,
provided that the Gore lands. north
of Pennsylvania, weore ceded to them.
The cdifice was completed in 1796 at
a cost of $52,480, Othor additions
and Iimprovementa ware made later.
At tho time of its completion it was
the finest State House in the country,
which is not surprlsing when one
knows that Charles Rulfinch, who de.
signed the national Canitol at Wash.
Ington, was the architect., In 1879
tho clty took farmal possession of the

hullding, From an address given by
AMderman Willlam E. Cone at thie
occasion  the ' following extract |Is
taken:—

“For nearly 250 yvears the history
of State Houise square hng heen inti-
mately connected with the histary of
our city and state. Here onr anres.
tors for many generatlons met In

. Convention,

councll and Iald the foundations of
those {natitutions which bave distin.
guished our state above hor sisters.
IL.et us frust that thls bullding and
square may be long preserved na o
memento of former generantions,”
The practical argumoenty for the
preservatlon of the old City Hall are
many. After the city offices are re-
moved to the naw Muntelpnl Building
the City Hall could be converted into
a museum and historlenl showplaece,
where the relles and curiesities of *'ye
olden days,” in connectlon with the
building tself, would form an inter-
esting oxhibit for visitors and towns.
people. Probably the historleal so-
clety would be glad to move its pos-
sessions Into n  more public nnd
roomler place. The valua of the land
in Clty Hall square 1is atendily in-

0. HOWARD CLARK, JR,
Third Buifinch Prize.

creasing and is a good investment for
the clty, as the bullding itself Is in
fairly good conditlon and /ooks as fine
as many more recently constructed
edificesn,

Agerin, the Iarger hrlls might he
used as nssembly rooms for the many
conventions which do not requlre such
Inrgo bulldings as Unity Hall or Yoot
Guard, If it were known that such
a place was to be had, many galher-
Ings would occur here vnd indirectly
bring business to tho hotels and stores.

Is It possihle that any building
could be erccted on this rpot which
would have more varied uses than the
present edlfico?

Under gentimental reasons are
found tho historical nssoclationn and
fdeals connected with the former
State House. The historleal events
are varied and many. Flve Prest-
dents, Munroe, Jackson, Polk, John-
son and Grant, have visited the hulld-
ing. In 1814 in tho aldermen's cham-
ber was held the famous Hartford
mentioned tn every his.
tory as Intimately connected with the
wnr of 1812, The convention which
framed the present Constitution of
the state met (n this bhullding in 1818
and conatricted a document famous
for lts sagaclous wording and wise
provisions, Lafayette once held a re-
ception in the rooms of the Siate
House.

Tt the City Hall were loft standing
it wotld be n potent and daily re-
minder of the fdeals which every cltt-
zen of Hartford has or should have
had froam the days of the orlginal body
of intrepid secttlers. ‘The old build-
Ings and landmarky hava disappeared,
and {f this last remaining outpost of
tho old times is torn down it will be
and everlasting rogret to the majorlty
of the citizens of this city,

On the top of the City Hall Is a
statue of Justice with her senles.
Surely, now s the time to show justice
and not allow the bullding to bo de-
molished, simply because a moro mod-
ern Rtructure has bheen eracted, es-
pecinlly when it has so many nassa-
elatlona and uttlities ng has the Hart-
ford City Hall

FOURTH BULFINCH PRIZE,
ROY .

DONLON

Why should the old C.ty Hall be
saved? A question that should arouse
interest and enthustasm in every true
Conuecticut son. The reasons why It
should bo saved are many and various,
and not moro than one reason can be
Rlven as to why it should be torn
down, viz.: It {s old and worn and the
upkeep cost would be too much of a
drain on the city's troasury. A poor
reason for its destruction, we must
admit, when the pares of its history
are slowly turned and read, and there
are many of us who bellove that it iy
Just as classic In deslgn and construc-
tlon as the magnificent hutiding which
now houses our clty officinls.

Let us go back 123 years to 1792,
when the Gonernl Assembly of Con-
necticut appointed a bullding commit-
teo to superintend tho crectlon of a
new State House, Tho Assemhly
voted the sum of £1,600 toward the
cost of asnid bullding, providing the
eltizens would suhscribe a ke amount
hefore May, 1793, The site sclected
was In the heart of the then smal
city and it s hinted in some of the
historleal pamphlets that the sum of
$40,000 wang ralsed by the Assembly
through the sale of land in western
Pennsyivania, to which thie state had
na clalm. This is an important fact
In the enrly history of the hullding and
one which ts not generally known.

The purchasers of tha rtolen land
were Andrew Ward und Jeremiah
Halsey, later known ua the Gore Com-
pany. ‘The total cost of the hullding
was $52,480, of which tho city sub-
scribed nbout $12,000,

In one of the Munlcipal Art socle-
ty's Bulleting there 13 an interesting
letter dated September 30, 1792, In
which John Trumbull, painter, asks
the adviee of his friend, Oliver Wol-
cott, comptroiler of the United States
treasury, as to the cost of certaln
materials and decorations for the
State House., The material declded
upon wan brownstone and Charles
Bullinch was called upon to design the
building, We should dertvo satlsface
tion from the fact that one of the
most noteworthy architects of his
time was given this work nnd that the
TRopresontatives® Hall in Ioston State
House I8 sald to be similar {n con-
atruction lines to our “Monument to
the Ploneers of Connecticut.”

Even the land on which this much-
dlscussed hullding stands desorves s,
placo In history, as much so as the'
Charter Oak site, in that !t was deed-
ed by Sequassen of the Tunxis or
Hartford Indians to Samuel Stona and
otherg of tho early tnhab!tants, In or
ahont 1670, heing the first deed re-
corded in the Hartford town records,

The bullding contract was given tn
Filisha Sage of Middletown, grand.
father of the famous Ttussell Saga, and
1t 18 not generally known that the ful-
filling of this contract drove him intn
bankruptcy. The petition In bauk-
ruptey names 3800 as tha sum, which
witg consldered Iarge in those days.

And so the beautiful hutldlng pro-
gressed and at its finish was thought
to ba the finest Stata House In the
country, and well it might have been.

In 1796 the people in the small but
growing state rejolced In the housing

of the General Assembly. and after
that important event in our clty'a en-
roer politicnl wars wagze1 and ended
and alwnys the State House Nhowed‘
up with a clean slate. Iven the fact'
that the greater part of the bullding
money wus secured by the salo of
stolen land cannot cloud ita bhright
history, tor it 1 recordad that In 1800
the Assembly renounced the nct of Its
predecessors and voted (o pay back
the sum secured. This was done and
$40,000 was glven in four payments
to the Gore Company, cn the consid.
eration that thoy give the state a quit.
claim for the land, which was grant.

ROY I.

DONLON
Fourth Bulfinch Prize,

ed, and our government ship ateered
into clear and unspotted waters.

From that time (179¢) untll the
crectlon of our present State FHouse
the laws of Connecticut were made
and unmade in the old City Hall, 1n
1879 the city began its use of tho his-
toric building and contlnued to do so
until the completion of the new
Munfcipal Building, which 18 now one
of our most beautiful pudblle bulldings,

So now, as the old *“pluce” 18 fast
losing its tenants, the auestion nrlses
“What shall we do with our old Cit]
Hall?' Thae city should congratulate
itself in the possession of this “hone
of contention” and, lika thousands of
other interested cltizens, 1 cannot seo
why the state should hnve allowed
such a famous landmark to pass Into
our hands, and, as we do own it, why
not keep it, just ns every other of the
first sottled colonies keeps everything
that connecta in any way with the his-
{fory of thelr towns and cities. Tt
shonld be kept In the city’s possession
Just as the old and respected Gold
Street Cometery 18, and if tho persons
who have the say in the matter fdon't
know what to do with 1t let it he
turned over by comimon congsent and
for n feasible amount of vearly rent
to the Connecticut Historieal Soclety,
to be used by them ns a fitting and
valued memorinl to the founders of
this wonderful city. 1f the protests
of tho people and schodlchildren fail
to nrouse such sentiments in our prac-
tlenl munieipal powers, Int the ques-
tlon be settled by vote; even mako *the
campnign atatewlde, as T am sure all
the residents in this state must feel
an nctive Interest in the state's most
honored memorial,

FIFTH BULFINCH PRIZE,
OLIVE &, ABREY

“Destructor, spare that bullding!™
is o phrase that can certainly ba ap-
plied to the old City Hall. ‘The build-
ing itself is not unpleasant to look at.
It fs not awkward, We have no cause
to be ashamed of it. It hion been said
that Richard E. Brooks, the sculptor,
remarked that the old City Hall is
one of Hartford's finest pleces of
architecture. Tho plot of green grass
and the shrubs around the building
form the tost cheerful and pletur-
esque spot on Main street in that vi-
cinlty,

No other well.known tuilding in

HERBERT

H. MILLS

First Bulfinch Prizo.

Hartford can hom’;t of heing the
greatest historienl relle here, 1t has
now been standing 130 years., It

seems Lhat such a monument should
not be torn down, but should be made
#ood use of and diligently preserved.
It seems to me that the hest use to
which It can be put is to convert the
second floor into an auditorium.
Thero 1s one In Springfleld and It iz
belng used to great advantage. We
have nothing of the kind in Hartford
that ts used exclusively for nn audi-
torium. Ono would Imagine that the
/vielnity would ho too nolsy, but the
Iwalls are ro thick that the racket
I from outsida can searcely he heard.
| It seems to mo that the acoustic prop-
ertles might be good. ‘Therefore it
would be an ideal place for musicales,
lectures, ote. It also would be n very
excellent place for the Hartford Pub-
llc High School Gice Club to give s
concerts.  Since the women uro dally
bringing (hemselves more In contact
with the political sphere, an aundito-
ritm in such a convenlent loeation
would he such a convenicnt placo for
the suffragettes and tho antls to In-
dulge in thelr refreshing and Inspir-
ing contests.

Onee the grammar schon)l children
wore asked to go to the old Fourth
Church to hear storles told hy the
Grand Army soldlers. T think that, If
we had an auditorium, that that wonld
he a much maore suitnhle place for
ruch entertninments than n church.
The old City Hall is in a convenient
locallty. No one has to chango ears
to got to it. All one has to Qo lIs to
take the car, rlde to City all and
then {8 deposited, as it were, at the
door. Tho first floor could bhe, if
fitted up properly, as a memortal, T
think it would not he a bad idea to
decorate n momorinl of that Aort with
pletures of Hartford's famous people,
historlenl relics, ete,

It seems to me thnt §i* would not
ho in good taste for nny other bhulld-
ing to be set up in the place of the

OoLIVE
Fitth Bulfinch Prize.

8. ABBEY

City Hall when It has heretoforo
sorved for such beneficinl purposea.
I have often heard rumors that the
City Hall and the gronnds around it
would be very much improved if the
nostoffice at the rear of the building
were to he used ns a greon, The peo-
ple could really see and appreclute
the beauty of the architecture of the
City Hall and 1t would be lkely that
those who want theo bullding torn
down now would favor tho other side,
wha are trying to preserve it.

SIXTH BULFINCH PRIZE.
JOHN SABIN

HUNT

As we pasa our city's principal
bullding some dany’ let us stop a mo-
ment and ask ourselvas, “What is nur
City Hall?" OQur City Mall is the
place where the minor laws heneflelul

to our city are made. But let us
come to cur point, “Why the old City
Hall should be saved.” Iet us go

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

back a moment through the haze of
years to that time when our country
wus Just recovering frem the burden
of war and when aur city was striv-
fng to bulld n home where our fore-
fathers would be nble to make laws.

When we look at our City Hall it
reminds us of tho days when our fore-
fathers waore struggling with financial
troubles and resortlng even to lot-
tories to obtain money to butld a
suitable Stato Ifouse. What a con-

JOHN SABIN HUNT °
Sixth Bulfinch Prize,

trast it forms; the now City Hall com-
pared with the old; the financial con-
ditlon of Hartford, now prosperous
and beautiful, compared to the old
Hartford, which was poor and even
without n sultable bullding to hold
public meetings,

But, after all, our City Hnll is still
young, for our memory recallg that
memorable dato in 1814 and 181
when tho famous Hartford Conhven-
tlon met thero, Hartford can he
proud to say that nien of political,
army and sclentific famo have visit-
ed our old Clty Hall, how f{ty halls
rang with the apeecches from tho
motiths of men who hnvo helped make
Hartford “The City Renutiful.” Lot
ug recall tho words of that well-
known Massnchusetts man in refer-
ring to our old City HMall: "It hay
lodged many generations of city gov-
ernment.”  And {rue aro his worde,
for our own state Constitution was
signed hero when the old (‘lty Hall
waa the State Iouse,

If the peopla who think it would be
a great expense to take care of the
City Hall would look up a date in
January, 1915, they would find that
the certaln patriottc women of the
state have n sum of money investod
in the hank and ready to be drawn
out, Tove for our old Clty Hall has
extended to everyone and the motive
of these women s high and grand, for
they realized that to tear down that
venerable building would be disgrac-
ing our city. Our clty should pever
staop to such a thing, for as Charley
Noel Flagg has mald, “Te destroy it
would be a crime, both from the
artistic and historical point of view.”
Truo as gold are his words, because
Roston and Philadelphin still preservo
thelr bulldings and Hartford has none
too many. Constder Now Haven, Thay
new wish thelr old bullding back, for
they are no longer in any respect con-
stdered Important In the historical
world,

Someono has suggrested that the old
City Hall bo torn down and rebullt on
the same plan in some public park. Tn
protest to this we cnn fittingly use the
line from "Old Ironsides™;—

O, hetter that her shattered hullk

‘Should sink beneath the wave,
Her thunders shook tho mighty deop,

And there should be her grave.

As old Ironsides stood, sa has our
old Clity Hall, grand and sublime
through the storms and denunclations,
Better 1t will be to let her crumblo

(Concluded on Page 12))
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First Prize In ‘Courant” Contest for Bovs and. Gn'ls In the Grade

Schools Awarded to Richard J. Smith, Center 'School, East Hart-

ford, Second Prize to Thaddeus Kosiniski, Immaculate Conception|
School, Third Prize to Ellen C. Strom, Fourth to Anna Nirenstein,
Fifth to David Ellovich, Sixth to Elsie Florence Benoit, all of the

W adsworth Street School and Seventh to Louise H. Langdon, Ar-

senal School.

FIRST “* COURANT’’ PRIZE.
RICIL\"I) J. SMITH

“\What Is lo be done with the old
City Hall” Is now baing hotly de-
bated. I‘or miany years this question
has been dizcussed, but it- has now
renched itg crisis, due to the vaeating
of the City Hall by the elty. ofitcers,
A new and larger municipal bullding
Tins bhaen buflt butl it is not .as great
as' the :old City Hall In architecturo
and hiatory. : .

There are two important reasons
why the ald City Hull ahould be pre-
served, Mrst because It is such n
wonderful plece of Colonial architée-
ture. 'Fhoere nre tew originul Cotanlul
stylo butldings now standing, and very
foew bulldings designed by Bultineh, the
great Coloninl nrehitect, who designed
the old Uity Hatl in Hartford and
Faneuil Hall in Boston,

Sccondly the old City Hall should
be saved bhecause (L is such a great
historical bullding.  In the early his-
tory of the state of Connectlicut and
its influence on national history hus

SMITH
First “Cou?x'v.nt" Prize.

RICHARD

been followed down the century by
the devolopment of Hurtford ns n ¢ity.
Thero aro fow Lmldings in the country
50 engshrined in historic memorics.

The City Hall origintlly faced down
State streect looking toward the old
schooner and sloop transportation at
the foot of State street.

If 1t could but speak it could tell
of the important gatherings at the
American House across the way and
could swap stories with the “Courant”
on Hartford a century ngo.  Tho old
State Houso square cxtended to tho
very doors of the present “Courant”
building.

At tho time the old State House was
built money way scarce and the finan.
ctal committee tried to obttin money
by means of a lottery, common In
those days, but the plan falled and
later monecy was obtained from tho
United States treasurer and from someo
wenlthy people who contributed to-
wards its cost.

At one time the City Hall was ono
of the Capitol buildings of the state.
And remitined so until the new Capitol
wns built.

Tho old State House was the seat ot
the fumous Hartford conventlon which
was the downfall of the New: Englund
¥ederalists, Hero also the new stato
constitution was framed.

I"ive noted presidents, Monroe, Jacke
son, Polk, Johnson and Grant visited
the old City Hall.  For many years it
was tho seat of the state government,
Lut when the present Capiiol was bullt
it was acquired by the city of Hart-
ford as u City Hall and it has sinco
been used.

The quarters of the board ot nlder-
men and the former bourd of common
councitl remilned all theso ycars prac-
tically as originally designed.

Lvery clitizen of Hurtford qhumd reN-

* pect the memories wrapped up iun the
old bullding and preserve :it ns .
momortal to the great influence on
American government enacted within
fts walls, Asan example of the splen-
dor of the effort of the simple living
people of the hutd .times following the
Tevolutionary War and as a contrist
to the architecturo efforts of today,
men of all classes should work for
its preservatlon.

It for no other uge than to show
forcigners and new citizens somothing
of the spirjt of the men who molded
the great country they have como to,
its preservation should bhe sure.

SECOND ““COURANT” PRIZE.

THADDEUS KOSINISKI
- Immaculate Conception School

One plensant Sunday aftérncon, I
was seated on the veranda in ‘my
home, reading the morning “Courant,"
when my eyes caught glinipse of a
contest essay: Why The City Hall of
Hartford Should Be Saved.

The rewling of this made me rather
meditative, and T rested my head come
tortably on my wicker chair when

suddenly cverything and everybody
around me scented changed-—-30
changed—why 1 wish I could tell how
funny the women looked in their very
wide what 1 cnlled “hoop skirts” and
the men nearly all wore nmny coals,
silk hats and grey trousers,

I was 80 confused [ walked up to a
venerable looking man and fnquired.
“Sir, will you kindly tell me whero I
am?”  “Ha, HMa,” the muan laughed,
“Cuan't you seo thut you are on Slate
Ilouso Square in the shadow of this
here bullding—our City Hall, l.isten
here lad, If you want to learn more
than you know abott this building, !
wiit tetl you.” *“Oh! do tell me” I
almost cried. “Then tike a sent.”

He began, “This very spot on which
you-ure sitting was many Years ngo
part of the first purchase made hy the
English within the limits of Connectl-
cut. and was deeded by Sequassan,
sachem of the Tunxls or Hartford
indinns to Samue! Stone and others
in behnlf of tho Inhabitants of Hart-
ford. The first burial {in Hartford was
upon this square.

*The first bullding on this square
was bullt in 1635-6. It was occupled
by the First Church of Hartford nnd
wus also used fur public purposes,
such ax town meetings, sesslons of
General Assembly, and so forth,

And let me tell you,” ho continued,
“tho first State House was erected
near the northwest corner of the
square. This building was constructed
forty-five years before the first State
IHouse of New Ilaven. It remalined In
llhls square until 1833 when it waa
removed to Church street over
vonder,” he said polnting his finger
in a westerly direction. *“Perhaps tho
most notable events which occurred in
it was the ratificatlon of the conatitu-
‘tlon of the United States. T am sure
that in 1781 Washington and Rocham-
beau visited this bullding for the pur-
pose of planning the memorable cam-
paign which ended In the capture of
Cornwallis and his army at Yorktown,
Virginia.

“I think that is all," he sald. *Oh!
no, no, go on, I am ever so much Iin-
Jterested In your talk,” I cried,

“Ag you want {t, my son," the good
gentieman answered.

He continued, “And so this build-
ing proving too small for the uses of
which {t was designated, the present
State House which you now see was
begun in 1732, In May the sume year
the General Assembly appointed
bullding committeo composed of John
Chester, John Truthbull whom [ knew
well, Nouldiah IHooker and John Cad-
well, to superintend the erection of
this State House and nt the same time
giving 1,600 pounds for tho purpose,
provided the citizens of city, town and
county would furnish a llke amount
on or before May, 1793, Upon
report of the bullding committeo
that the money appropriated was in-
aufiiclent the General Assembly
authorized the committeo to raise by
lottery the sum of 5,000 pounds for
the complotion of the bullding. Some
of the states were beginning to op-
poso lotterles; others wanted only
their own. Nothing came of the en-
ilerprise of completing the building
and for the purpose of dalng so a con-
tract was made with Goneral Androw
Ward of Guilford and Jercminh Hal-
sey of Norwich, the siate agreeing to

“Gore Lands,” lylng within the limity
of the charter granted@ by Charles 1T
{h 1662, north of and adjncent to the
north line of Pennsylvania. Tn con-
sideration of this grant Messrs Ward
and Halsey agreed to completo tho
State House. The cost of the bullding
was $52,480; of this, I think the citi-
zens of Hartford town contributed
$3,600, of the county $1,600 and of the
stato $12,480 but Messrs Ward and
Halsey cxpended $35,000 on ity com;

pletlon. So you see you should know
and learn to love this memorahlo
Bulfinch structure. T think that iy

about all T can tell you, but it you
want to learn more, then follow me.'
* “Yes, yes I do,” I clamored out. Wo
walked down- the square to a - quecer
looking vehicle, which I ean't describe.

We 'sat In it—and swish—‘whore
were we now,” I cried out. The good
gentleman told me that we were in
the Catsklll Mountalns where Rip Van
Winkle slept twenty years.  True it
was, for thero were the nine pin play-
ors. Tho good gentleman took a
goblet of some sparkling heverage
from one of them and handing it to
meo, beckoned me to drink which I
did.

What! Where was I now?—I re-
eall T was in Hartford again. There
wis the City Hall standing but nn-
other bullding had sprung up in the
rear of it—the . federal huilding.
Everything was changed.

Everywhere was the scene of exclta-
ment, mc)clew. automaoblles, cars, bug-
gles and ‘wagens were on every slde of
tho squlre.

Amldst my wonderment, an elderly
lookins man approached me. He was
dressed as any ather well dreseed

person about him.

convey to them a tract known as the.

i1 sald tg me, “And 8o you want to
know mor& about the Clty IHall of
Harttord?"* 'Oh yes, I certainly do,”
[ answered.

“Then-lct ua s8It on tho doorsted of
this noble buildtug and I will tell you
the rest. As my friend flnished I will
hegin.”

He began, “As the ‘Gore tract of
land® conveyed to Messrs Ward nnd
tinisey proved a fallure, because the
title of tho state was Imperfect, finally
In 1828 there wns voted $20,000 by
Leglslnture as a sort of compensation.
The hallustrade of this huilding was
ndded in 1815, The cupola was added
fn 1822, Hartford having voled $300
with yhich to purchuste n bell, which
it guve the state. .

“The Leglsluture ordered the cupola
to he bullt after that of the old Clity
Hall in New York. Al the time of ity
completion it was suld to have been
the finest State ITouso in the country.
Yo you sce how under the strife and
struggle, our ancestors weathered in
bullding thiy City Hall The ma-
terlals used for its construction were

THADDEUS KOSINISKI

Second “Courant” Prize.

Portland stone for the first story and
brick for the second, ‘I'he brick was
not printed white untfl 1827 when in
churge of Solomon Porter. A few
now remember the structure original-
ly faced the Enst but ag the greater
part of the clty 1s on the opposite
side, it now faces the West. The
nrchiteet was Charles Bulfinch  who
also designed the natlonal Cnplitel ni
Washinglon.

““[ho cast section of the bullding In
which {s now constructed of sultes of
rooms, was formerly an open portico
used for public addresses (o the people
standing in the trlangle green below
where the post office now stands, It
was here that tho former governors
addressed the people.

‘“Phero 18 a solemnity about the
halls of this bullding and you could
not pass them without the idea that
they still held many unrevenled secrets
nnd an eventful history to moralize
upon.

“I'lve presidents visited thls famous
bullding: Presidents Monroe, Jack-
son, Polk, Johnston and Grant. 1In
the alderman’s chamber the famous
THartford conventlon met. In this
same chamber, the convention met in
1818 which framed the present con-
stitution of the sinte. "Thero nlso Gen-
ernl Lafayette held a public reception
when making his Jast visit to this
rcountry In 1825, Fifty vears from this
date have clapsed since ho first drew
hig sword in defense of American
Hberty. ‘The first sesslon of the General
Assembly was convened in this build-
ing in- May, 119 years ngo. Thae last
sesslon was In March, 1878, At the
May session a resolution was Intro-
duced, T think, by the Hon. W. W.
Taton, member of ILegislature from
Hartford. providing nostly for to
sald Hartford of all rights and title
of the state in and to tha old State
House upon completion of the Capi-
tol. The final conveyunce of the
state’'s Interest was consummated and
the clty* took formal posscssion
through {ts committee on the 13th day
of March, 1878, The common cotncil
assembled here for tho first time on
July 21, 187% But come, it I3 get-
ting darlk.”

“Jle walked for a way with me. As
1 passed the post office T perceived ho
was not with me. Had he vanished?
I tooked everywhere for him but in
vain. T gave up hope of finding Nim.
T wont somewlere to sleep, 1 can't re-
eall where. When I awoke It was
already day. My attention was sud.
denly arrested to the gnthering of a
crown around the City Hall, “\What
dld 1t mean,” T thought.

“What 1s the matter.” T qumuonod
a sorrow faced hoy. “That there,” he
answered, pointing to a window of the
“Hartford Courant” In which hung a
bulletin. T read the bulletin.

“Cllty Hall to he torn down todaw,
matter faken up by leglslators until
further nettce.” T read It aver ten
times to he aure my eyes did not de-

sacrificing cfforts of our ancestors. It

seive me. No, they did not, and mad
with rage I went up to the crowd, and

made my way to the inclosure. The
workmen were sorting thelr tools.
Joon they were ready, They began

I
A

marehing to the doomed City Hall,
iried to get inskde the ropes.
policeman pushed mo back.

As they neared a vast light shone
before them und the crowd. As it
fuded the dim outlines of Genorals
Rochambeau, Lufayette, Presldents
Washington, Monroe, Polk, Jackson,
Johnston and Grant appeared lke
phuntom ghosts on tho outside walls
of the bullding. Also the outlines of
John Chesler and the bullding com-
wittee, Rev. Hooker and tho former
rgovernors of the stato and mayors of
Hartford.  They all raised thelr right
hands as if to stop tho workmen, as
r volce from the cupola sang out:
Citlzens, spare City Hall;

Touch not a single stono;
IFor u.ns and ycars it has guarded

And \\'c‘ll protect it now,

With this they all vanlshed. It was
somo time before tho crowd showed
slgny of movement. Ono onthusiastic
fellow shouted, “All in favor of pro-
serving the City Hall sny ‘Ayo’.” The
atr was rent with tho nolso of ayes,
ayes! There was hardly a human
being In that crowd that did not say
nye.

After the nolse had somewhat sub-
slded a fine looking man stepped upon
n box and addressed the poople.

“j.adies and gentlemen, I have the
honor to inform you that our City
Hall shall be long preserved.”

1 shouted and shouted for joy until
I was Interrupted by someono telling

¢ "Thaddeus, stop your nofse, don't
geream,””

Where!  Where!  Whero am I?
*You're in your own home and you
were sound usleep the last ttme I saw
you,” my mother answered.

1 afterwards thought what w fine
and patriotic dream I had—some peo-
plo dream dreams that come true, 1
wish mine would, -

I say, “Why Should the City Hall of
Hartford Be Saved?”

Was {t not bullt under thoe most
had been the pride of the pcople in
fta edrly days.

And as Byron sald of St, Peters at
Rome—"1t stands nlone with nothing
Hko to it. It recalls and may it long
recall—power and glory and strength
that money ¢cannot buy."” We can say
the same of City Hall.

True, W might bring a paltry few
thousand into the city's treasury but

Hall for thirty-six years. There facls
alone make me fcel that the worst
thing anyone could do would be to
tenr this bultding down.

It unybody does not cara fur these
facts, think of il the historlcnl meet-
Ings that have taken pluce thero sueh
as the Hartford Cenvention of 1814,

BLLEN C. STROM

Third “Courant” Prize,

Even 1f another building  wonld be

‘ Independenco  Hall

| our City Hall,
| efte the Charter Onk,

Now, It peoplo
should comeo to Hartford they ecer-
talnly would nsk to sce a historical
bullding, I wo should tear it down
wa will have nothing to show them,
but If wo do not wo can show them
For an example 1 will
After It fell
i it was eut up and the wood from it la
vahied very much and 18 held In mu-
xeums and costly housea. The people
only hoped that this would stand for
Ccenturles, bhut they couldn't help it,
50 it fell,

Itut our Clty Hall can be saved by
our own will; but stil! we da not care
to xave It because we cnn.  The peo-
ple of Hartford appropriated.a largo
sum of money on condition that the
building should be made to look
ntcer.  There are a lot of men of
Hartford who want this bullding to
remain standing and ‘not tear it down
and sell the land. Our City 1l is
too goad to ba sold for the highest
nmount of tnoney given for i,

FIIMTH ¢ COURANT" PRIZE,
DAVID ELLOVICH
Room 21, Wadsworth Strect School,
I'or years llartford has useill the old
Bultineh State Ifouse as a Ciy Hall,
Rut now a groat question has arlsen
whetner it should buo preservesl or not,
It s true that the memorable hu'.lnl-i
e 16 in the center of the efty and
Lrade, and the land Iy highly valued,
but arve thore no aiher places n erect
lusiness establishments? It = also

lrue that they eannot crect nuch a
memorable hull as the Bulfinch State
House. ‘

\Why not preservp the Clty' Hal}
where for years in  the. past tuen
strived to wmake a prosperovs and

heautlful clity of Hartfprd.

Why not have thia old bullding wsed
as the center of attraction Instead o?
busniess and have the people from
the other parts of the country seo
the spot where the Unlon was saved?
It camo about in this way.

When Fpglond and Ameriea were
at thelr sceend war, New England
thought the war unjust, Delegates
from the different Now England statea
met In the old meoting house In back
of our present haeil.

They met to disenss the covlls of
tho war and at last concluded that
they withdraw from the Union. Re-
fore nctlon was taken the war ended,
and 1t came out with no result: ex-
cepting from one, that the Unlon was
raved,

‘Ta keop xttch a buliding would he
honorable not only towards oursclves
but towards others,

To tear down the City
be just as dishonorabhle
down the Ameriean ag,

Whiat uve would the spol Lha Lo us
when another man s making hiy
profit on theg land.  To preserve the
Clty -Hall would bo a profit to every-

Hall would
ng tearing

|organizations

0

The people of Hartford will hwve to
answer, "Oh we have torn it down,
but there 18 our lovely new bullding,
why it 13 almost as high ns the skye
scrapers of New York city.”

Boston would not tear down Faneull
Hall or Philadelphia, . Independenco
Hall, why should Hartford be coma
velled to tear down her old City 1iall,
The famous lartford conventions
way held at the old State Housn nn
Daecember 15, 1814.  Delegates of tho
New England states met at Hartford
to ditcuss the war. It was feared at
tho time that the New FEngland states
might withdraw from the tnlon. A
commiittee wng nppointed to lay the
whole matter before Congress, but tha
treaty of peace had bheen s!irRned hy
Great Rritain bLefore the convention
adjourned and nothing came nf the
mutiter.

Hy the great expense tho city 1s now
placed by reason of the new Munfetpal
Bullding, the bridge and other Ime
provements we wonld not expect them
to ralse a Jarge amount to preservo
City Hall  “Ihcee has already one hlse
torical soclety .donated ten thousand
dollars provided the city will ralse o
Hke nmount and there must be other
and . individual eltizens
who wii_contribute liberally to the
preservation of the old bhullding.

In the struggle to save City Hall wo |
have attracted the attention of outsid
era, Fiven tho peaple of New York
take time to notiee aur efforts and the
folloawing from “life” I8 worthy of
attention:—

"I'here J3 n rumor that Hartford
contemplates tenring down her old

ELSIE F. BENOIT
Sixth “Cournnt” Prize,

ity Hall or Duifinch State Iouse,
vhich she has used lately as a City
Tall,

“Oh, no, Hurtford, don’t! What do
sou want, an office bullding? OMMco
nildings nre common. ~ Bulllnches are
searce and thero are no more making,

“You have got ono of the hest

- one. .
If they think of tearing dawn the Dridges. one of tho best graveyards and
bultding why do they not tear the °'¢ of the best second.hand Stute

more helpful to the city, 1 think 1t
would be & shame to tear old City Hall
down,

The old building !s a  landmark
which wlil be overlooked by no one
who hns not seen tt before, It would
be lovely tf the old park which way
situated where the post “Office now
ctands could be restored. Some people
suggest that 4t he moved. [ do not
think 1t should hecanse it 18 situated

would Martford forget historlcal fame
for money? 1 hope not. We should
preserve it.  Let us never be chron-
jcled In history that HMartford “ould.
tear down this City Hall.

Soma any the reason for tearing IL
down g to put a beautiful huilding In
Its place and henutify the square.
Nay! Splendld h!storienl rvecord and
honor should precede beauty, Keep
City ¥Tan,

Why do they in Europe not tecar
down such buildings as the Tomb of
ladrian? Because thoy want to pre-;
gerve them as remembrances, relics,
ax landmarks of their carly history.;
Yor this same reason we should pre-

.serve Clty Hall

[ claiin he is not a good citizen of
Hartford who does anything to impnir.
s aplendid historical record and good
name. No citizen can read the hly-
toricnl record of fIartford in any book
without being proud of his inheritunce
{n its history.

For ever #0 many yeuars the history
of our City Hall and State House
snuitre have been intimately connected
with tho history of our city and state.
Here our ancestcrs for many genera-
tions met in council and enacted those
laws and laid the foundations of those
fnstitutions  which distinguish  our
stute ubove her sisters, Let us trust
ihat this bullding and square may he
long preserved ug a memento of for-
mer generations and may those who
oceupy its chambers be governed with
the same patriotlc motive and  wise
judgments whieh have dlstingulahed
{1s predecessors.

THIRD ‘““COURANT” PRIZE,

1LLEN C. STROM,
Rcom 28, Wadsworth Street Sclioal,

I think City Hall should be saved
even though many other peoplo who
ure older and wiser thun I am think
otherwige; and maybo they are right,
tut I do not think so. Probahly somo
of these people who favor {ts destruc-
tion do not know fully of its history.

It this famous old building iy torn
down our posterity may nhovoer know
where the old bullding wus located.
Biuit i¢ 1t Ju saved as I hope 1t will be,
they will feel very proud to own such
a beautitul old bullding, proud to tell
of its history and proud to knoy that
their forefathers once had the bulid-
ing for their own 8tate House, They
certainly will have pride In telling that
governors came and went for clghty-
three years and that it served us Clty

in w most favorable condition as to
its loeation,  All cors coming from the
station pass aronnd if, amd so people
cunnot help looking at it

Wiy should Hartford texr down al
her landmarks?  Is it because we
have so many?  Certainly not, we
want the fow we have, Other citles
have saved their old historical bulld-
ings.  Besides this building could be
used for a number of useful thinga.
1t could be used for certain patriotie
societies. Our city hasi’t so many
landmarks that she can afford to tear
down ono of the few she has,

FOURTIT “COURANT” PRIZE.

ANNA NIRENSTEIN
Noom 21, Wadsworth Street School,

1t s a shame that the people of
Hartford should even think of tearing
down the old City Hall of 1795 Thly
old building, although it looks like
new, 18 abotit the only historical pluce
in Hartford., Just 100 years ago, 1814,
the Hartford Convention was held In
this bullding, 1t scrved [tz purpose
very well nnd was for cizghty years
Capltol of Connecticut, thirty-six years
City Hall of Hartford, and can be for

ANNA NIRENSTEIN
Fourth "Co-u-mnt" Prize,

a good many years more.

1t is famous)ifor its beautiful archi-,
tectural work and for its hiastory. It
1 should go to Boston I would, of
course, ask fo see Fancnll iall. T
should visit Philadelphta T would also |
ark for a historlc pluce; for instance,
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U Hindl that hay served Hartford for one

rost office down flrst?

We have not only ourselves to think
of in regard to thls memorable build-
fng but our children and our chil-
dren's children. Just think In later
years how they wllt regard the City

DAVID' ELILL.OVICH
Fifth "Cm;;mt" Prize.

Hall.  They will look upon 1t with
greater respect than we do Loday.
Such a treasure us the old City Haly
would attract thousands of people.
Instead of muaking a business centor
of it why not make It an attractive
center for touvista? | Hartford, will
make much money on tourlsta tn later
years who conie to tce the memorably
slghts of the city, especlully the old
City Hall. Hartford cannot afford to
put this huilding out of cxistegce.
Shonld this hullding bo. preserved
1t will bo the most Interesting spot in
New I-:m,'l.x‘nd cxcepting Boston, |

SIXTH.“COURANT”’ P'ItIZE.
LLSIE FLORENCE BENOIT

Room 23, Wadswarth Street School,

1 think lt’would he n shamo and
a disgrace to toar down ‘the old Clty

hundred nnd twenty-nine years, tirst
as Capltol or State Houss, then - as
City Hatl.

Houses in the county.
‘hom all.”

It is well to have the opinlons of
strangers who with longer range of
vlew obtaln a truer perspective. Iast
rear a gentleman very famillar with
both uropean and Amerlcan cltles
xnme to visit Hartford and was shown
the muny heautics sind attractions of
the city that the citlzens are so Justly
proud of.  When the trip was finished
wnd the party was turning Asylum
street from Main, op tho way to the
statlon, ho exclaimed, “Stop! Let mo
wmve one more look at tho old Bul-
Inch State House.”* After an irtenso
urvey, he exclaimed, “That s the
Tnest thing in your city and I8 one of
che finest fn the whole land, Few
citles have anything to compare with
it

Tho presence of such a building in
the heart of a clty stands for a dig-
nified past. I"for honourable respect
for that simple past on the part of ity
citizens.

SEVENTH “COURANT'’ PRIZE.

Hartford keep

LOUISE H, LANGDON
Room 92, Arseaanl School,

T, as n schoolgirl, wish to express
my opinion of the plan for tearing
down the old City Hatl. WIill not you,
voters, listen to the plea of one of
the women of the (uture generation?
In less than ten years my classmates
and myself will be of ago and will
probably vote. But now we have no
voleco In  the government and the
statomenty concerning the disposing
of public bulldings.

1 do not think it fair for the men
of Hartford to offer so little resist-
ance to such u great propoesal! There
s hardly n single boy or girl, T think,
in the whole city or vicinity who has
not some regard for the malestic old
structure. For my part, I feel as
though it were an old frlend, and
thorefore consider it a part of my life.
‘ Elder peoplo may care for It from
purely a. historical point of view.
They may value it for its previoua
assoclations and the time-honored
events which took place behlnd f'ts
massive walls.” They may think of it
as it was when the town of Hartford
was first settleqd, situnted upon a ris-
ing slope and bordered on all sldes

Tho people of Hariford and all over;
Connecticut go to Europe to tree the:
uneient buildings, but right here In
aur own city of lariford is a building
of a more anciont and magnificent,
architecture than most of the bulld-
ings of Kurope, .

When peoplo.of different countries
or of the United States come to visit
Hartford they want'to seo the famous
City Hall. In future generatlona
when the old City Hall la torn down,
the people from forelgn countries who
comoa to vikit Hartford, will ask,
“Where Is your famous City Hall?"

by a award.

Then it was secluded. No cars dis-

i turbed ita pence, or no “Jitney” horns

vibrated and echoed against its sides.
Above the business part of the town,
on a qutet hillside, stood the old State

Houso.

And does it not geem as if 1t had
been discarded because there was no
room or use for it? There are hun-
dreds of uses to which It could be put,
It {8 a raro piece of architecture and
to dlseard it would be to dlspanse
with a structure such as is not in

(Concluded on Pngo 12,)
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