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Beneath a splendid dome were men of all nations, moving 
to and fro, over the marble pave. On every side of the cir­
cuhr area were little tribunes, or stations, for the use of 
speakers and auctioneers. Two of these, on opposite sides of 
the aren., were now occupied by brilliant and talented gentle­
men, enthusiastically forcing up, in English and French com­
mingled, the bids of connoisseurs in their various wares. A 
third one, on the other side, still unoccupied, was surrounded 
by a group, waiting the moment of sale to begin. And here 
we may recognize the St. Clare servants,-Tom, Adolph, 
ancl others; and there, too, Susan and Emmeline, awaiting 
their turn with anxious and dejected faces. Various specta· 
tors, intending to purchase, or not intending, as the cas(, 
might be, gathered around the group, handling, examining, 
and commenting on their various points and faces with the­
same freedom that a set of jockeys discuss the merits of a 
horse. 
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