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Puerto Ricans Air Grievances

By HENRY B. MeNULTY

Hartford City Manager Freed-
man, Poice Chief Thomas J.
Vaughan and several other city
leaders were told by Puerto Ri-
cans Thursday night that Hart-
ford’s Puerto Ricans want an
end to discrimination, especially
by police,

Nearly 200 Puerto Ricans
jammed the third floor of the
South Green Multi-Service Cen-
ter, 99 Main St., to tell city offi-
clals what has prompted four
days of tension and violence in
the city’'s South Green area.
Other city officials present in-
cluded Councilmen Nicholas
Carbone and George Athanson,
Parks and Recreation Director
Victor J. Jarm, Asst. Police
|Chlef James W. Heslin and the
Rev. Charlss Pickett of the
Spanish Action Coalition.

The meeting was run by Mrs.
Maria Sanchez Democratic
committeewoman, She intro-
duced each speaker and often
translated remarks made in
Spanish ‘for the benefit of the
‘city officials,

Student Tells of Arrests

Many Puerto Ricans said they
had been treated unfairly by
members of the police depart-
ment. Louis Rivera, a 19-year-
old student at Eastern Connecti-
cut State College, said he had
been arrested numerous times
in the past on completely false
charges. Rivera said policemen
had often used unnecessarily
rough language toward him and
other Puerto Ricans.

“But these were in the past—
they are part of ‘my growing
up,” Rivera said. “What | want
to know now is what are you,
City Manager Freedman, doing
for the Puerto Ricans now?”

Freedman said he and his de-
partment were constantly trying
Ito make life better for all Hart.
Iford residents. He said it was
untair of Rivera to “put me on
the spot here.”
| Rivera said Freedman had
asked for his job, and therefore
had a responsibility to do his
job as well as he could. Rivera's
remarks were met with loud ap-
plause from the entire group.

Of particular concern to sev-
eral Puerto Ricans was an inci-

dent-in which a Puerto Rican pumping air into the meeting’ He urged Puerto Ricans to

man was allegedly beat up Sat.
urday night by 2 member of a
local motorcycle gang. Chief
Vaughan said the police have
one man in cusiody in connec-
tion with the beating and are
currently searching for another
man. :

“We have gone all out on this
(case),” Vaughan said. "I feel
for you all. T feel for every
member of this community and
1 am here to plead for your co-
operation.”
Equal Treatment Asked

Several Puerto Rican speak-
ers said Hartford's Puerto Ri-
cans only want to be treated the
way the rest of the city's citi-
zens are treated.

“‘Puerto Ricans are citizens of

the United States,” one Hudson

Street Tesident said. “We are
not enemies of the American
people. We want to be brothers
to the rest of the people.” His
remarks were also followed by
loud cheering and stamping.

The crowd, originally seated
on_about 100 chairs in the South
Green Center, soon grew to
nearly 200 as people filled every
available space in the two ad-
joining rooms.
hagey

Outside, the streets were quiet
near South Green as small
groups of Puerto Ricans await-
ing the meeting's conclusion sat
and joked.

Inside, a small room air con-
ditioner was inadequately

<

Puerto Ricans met with

ficals Thursday evening at the South Green
Neighborhood Center to air grievances they
had with the city. The meeting came after

Puerto Ricans Meet to Air Grievances

a series of disturbances earlier in the week -
in the south. Main Street area. At right is

rooms. Most men who had come
{o the meeting in jackets and
ties wers quickly in shirt-
sleeves.

Pedro Castilio Jr. of 14 Pulas-
ki Dr. said the problem was
'compounded by the fact- that
many policemen do not speak
Spanish. He said he had often
seen policemen arrest a man
simply because. they could not
understand him.

Clerks ‘Will Help

Chief Vaughan said it was dif-
ficult to hire qualified Spanish-
speaking policemen although
the department is continually

there are currently four Puerto
Ricans on the force.

Vaughan said he had just
managed {o get approval to hire
two Spanish-speaking clerks to
work at the police information
desk, to assure that Puerto Ri-
cans would always be able to
receive assistance in emergen-
cies.

close. Councilman George

addressing the restless crowd in
a booming voice, outlined sever-
al proposals for better commun-
ity relations. :

First. he said. Puerto Ricans
should have a representative in
icity government, preferably an
'elecled city councilman. South
‘Green residents -also should
|make sure their interests are
jrepresented in other city depart-
-ments.
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municipal of-

City Manager

searching for such men. He said;

As the meeling drew to a

Athanson stood on a chair and,!

~keep their traditions, customs
i'and language. But he said they
“would find life easier if they
ljalso tried to learn some basic
. English.

| Pleased by Meeting

After the meeting, most Puer-.
to Ricans apparently felt the
confrontation with city officials
had been a success. ‘It was
wonderful,” one young man
said, *‘But we must continue.”

Councilman Carbone said the
police force must make sure
there i3 ne discrimination.
““Vaughan would be crazy not to
take a good, long look inside his
.department to see if there is
llany discrimination,” he said.

Chief Vaughan said he
couldn't investigale vague
claims but if anyone had specif-
ic names or details he would in-
vestigate any charges of dis-
crimination.

Mrs. Sanchez also said she
thought the meeting. was a suc-
cess but the added, “If some-
thing isn't done or no good
statement is made . quickly, it
could be a hot weekend.”

After the meeting broke up,
knots of  Pucrto Ricans talked
on the streets for about an hour
in front of the South Green Cen-
ter. The general feeling was
ithat Thursday's mecting was
| good but only 2 beginning,

Mrs. Sanchez said another
meting, this time in a large
enough room, would be held
Tuesday for further airing of
grievances. She said many city
ofifcials had promised to attend.
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Eli Freedman (Courant Photo’

by Jerry Williams).
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