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an Bilingual Program

By JANET ANDERSON

Hundreds of Spanish-speak-
ing children will learn to read
and write in Spanish this fall as
part of Hartford's first public
school bilingual education pro-
gram.

About 700 children are includ-
ed in the over-all bilingual p:ro-
gram. All of them will be taught
academic subjects in their na-
tive language while learning
English as a second language.
Most, but not all, of the children
will have regular ciasses In
Spanish reading and writing.

Still in the planning stages is
a program to include classes
in Puerto Rican History and
culture.

Under the new program.
which may be the largest of iis
kind in New England, at least
some of the city’s nearly 5.000
Spanish-speaking school chil-
dren will become literate in
their own language. and make
progress in math, science and
other subjects while they are
learning English.

In the past, most of the chil-
dren made little or no progress
in any academic subjects until
theyv mastered English. And
there ate many children who
can speak both languages but
are unable to read or write in
either of them.

20 Per Cent Spanish Spenking

Nearly 20 per cent of all Hart-
ford school students are mative
Spanish-speaking. The school
board estimates that about 1,000

children arrive from Puerto
Rico a year. (Although enroll-
meat figures are increasing,
they do not register 1.000 new
Spanish pupils per year becaus>
many of the studenis already
here drop out, move or return to
Puerto Rico).

The new bilingual education
program is the first through
ninth grades at seven different
sciiools. This year's program
will be expanded. and will some

day “hopefully” include all the
city's Spanish schoo! children,
according 10 Mrs. Lois B. Magi—
leito, supervisor of the English
as a Second Language (ESL)
and bilingual programs of the
Hartford Board of Education.

An advisory board of Puerto
Rican citizens from four model
neighborhoods, two at-large del-
egates. and two teachers help
plan all the city’s bilingual pra-
grams. The Model Cities Agency
gave $§73,000 for a curriculum
develecpoment and teacher train-
ing programs. The school board
pavs the saiaries of Snanisn-
speaking. bilingual and English
as o Second Language teachers,
with some federal aid. The state
also provides some teachers for
the bilinguzl program.

Work on New Pm"mm

Mrs. Maglictto is presently
trving lo work out a program
with the University of Hartiord
and the University of Puerto
Rico <o Puerln Rican seniors
can come to Hartford during
their final year and student

teach in city schools: “Then we
hope to nab them permanent-
ly," she added.

A workshop to prepare bilin-
gual teachers, paraprofcss.onals
and parents for this ycar's pro-
gram-will be held Aug. 16 to 27
at the new Jones School on Blue
Hills Avenue.

Many of the materials {or the .

new progrum were ordercd
from Puerto Rico. And more
Spanish and biiingual materials
are being published in the Unit-
ed States, said Mrs. Magiletto,
who has learned to read and
write Spanish.

She said this year's program
is not vet fully devcloped, and
hopes the Model Cities agency
will refund the curriculum de-
velopment group which is com-
posed of six teachers, four of
whom are Spanish-speaking.
There is still a need for at jeast
one more teacher, she said, be-
cause the board tries to hire
Puerto Rican teachers rather
than just Spanish-speaking.

In addition to expanding the
regular bilingual program. Mrs.
Maglicito hopes to have fotal
bilingual schools or sub-schools
where English children learn
Spanish as a second language.
Then all the children could
speak two languages. The Ever-
ywhere School in South Arsenal
neighborhuod is the only school
presentiy attempting this kind
of program. and botii parents
and children have veen recen-
tve to jt, according to one

teacher.

Various other programs are
under consideration for Hart-
ford’s schools but next year the
bilingual program will be in zc-
tion at the Everywhere School,
Barnard Brown, South Arsenal,
Clark Street, Kinsella, Hartford
Public High School and the
Quirk Middle School. (The
Quirk program will be at Bar-
nard Brown until the new school
opens in February).

Most of the programs will be
in combination classes with stu-
dents from two grades in each
class and a team of teachers
rotating to the classes.

A teacher team can include
two Spanish - speaking teachers
for academic subjects and Span-
ish language arts. a bilngual
teacher for subjects like' math.
and an English as a second Lan-
guage teacher.

The bilingual program will
give the Spanish - speaking siu-
dents who stay in Hartford a
chance to learn academic sub-
jects, and speak, read and write
in two languages. For the stu-
dents who return to Puerto
Rico. the program offers them a
better chance to get a job back
home bzcause they will be liter-
ate in their own language and
possibly in English as “ell ac-
cording to Mrs. Maglieito.

She thinks the program needs
expansion, and perhaps new di-
mansons. “It is not perfect.”
she says “But ab least it is a
start.”
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