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Expert Endorses
Bilingual Program

By LAURENCE COHEN

falling behind in academic sub-

A professor and Bilningua edu- jects while learning English.

cation expert at the University
of Hartford said Friday his re-
search indicates that the contro-
versial bilingual program
planned for the Ann Street an-
nex is the best approach to edu-
cating Puerto Rican students.

Perry Alan Zirkel, an assist-
ant professor of education and
director of the Connecticut Mi-
gratory Children’s Program,
said research for his soon-to-be-
published doctoral dissertation
indicates that bilingual pro-
grams in Hartford -are educa-
tionaily successful.

Officials of the Hartford Fed-
eration of Teachers have criti-
cized a federally-funded bilin-
gual program schicduled to be-
gin at the Ann Street annex in
September. They suggested it
would be detrimental to Span-
ish-speaking children in an Eng-
lish-speaking environment.

“We may live in an English-
speaking society,” Zirkel said,
“hut these kids live in a sub-so-
ciety of Spanish-speaking.”

The student population of the
Barpard-Brown School, from
which the Ann Street project
will draw its students, is 78 per
cent Puerto Rican.

The $175,000 project is de-
signed to educate students in
the language in which they feel
most comfortable, while teach-
ing English or Spanish as a sep-
arate subject.

For example, a Puerto Rican
student fluent in Spanish would
be taught history and science in
Spanish, while taking English as
a separate subject.

Both Spanish-speaking and
English-speaking students will
be enrolled in the program.

In a study of bilingual pro-
grams made in 1970-71 in the ci-
ties of Hartford, Bridgeport,
New Britain and New London,
Zirkel reported that students in
grades two and three of the bil-
ingual programs in Hartford
and Bridgeport experienced sig-
nificdnt gains in academic abili-
?ies in both Spahish and Eng-
ish.

He said no significant im-
provements were found in tb2
New Britain and New London
programs, probably because
they were administered on a
part-time basis, unlike the full-
time approach in Hartford and
Bridgeport.

Zirkel said the English as a
Second - Language (ESL) pro-
gram in Hartford schools has
been fairly successful. but many

Spanish-speaking students were|.
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“They’re not learning English
and they're not learning their
subject matter,” he: said. “We
are trying {o supplement some-
thing that is fairly successful.
It's not that it’s bad, but it’s not
sufficient.”

John Palmerick, president-e-
lect of the Hartford Federation
of Teachers and an ESL teach-
er, has charged that a three-to-
eight-week ESL program is a
better method of teacning basic
English, while weaning Puerto
Rican students away {rom a de-
pendence on Spanish.

HET President Gordon Hill
claimed that it is not the duty of
Hartford Public schools to prov:
ide ‘“all-Spanish” schools for
rewcomers in need of training
in English. :

‘f that's the attitude feeling
of all the teachers,” Zirkel said
Friday,"these kids are in grave
trouble.” .

Puerto Rican leaders, repre-
senting the Spanish Action Coa-
lition, the Bilingual Committee
and the Spanish Education
Planning Committee, branded
the HFT officials’ statements as
racist at a meeting Thursday.

‘I'm not a racist and I'm not
against teaching Spanish,” Hill
said Friday. “I'm opposed to
the approach that is going to be
used.”

Hill said the present English
as a Second Language program
puts pressure on Puerto Rican|
youngsters to learn English,"a
type of pressure that is good for
the community.”

Commenting on the Amn
Street program, Hill said Puerto
Rican students would find it.l
“easy to keep the Spanish,” and|
kave insufficient motivation to;
learn English.

I'm afraid the thing will per-
petrate current problenis,” he
said.

Hil said he would be willing
to meet with Puerto Rican;
groups to explain his opposition. (



