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To the Landholders and Farmers.

NUMBER IV,

the objecticns made by the HMon. ELBRIDGE
GERRY, to the new Conflitution..
']"‘O cenfure'a man for an opinion in which he de-

clares himfelf honeft, and in a’'matter of which
-all'men have a right to judge, is highly injurious ; at the
fame time, when the opinions even of hotourable men
are fubmitted to the people, 1 tribunal before which Ehc
meaneft citizen hath a right to fpeak, they muft abide
the confequence of public ftri€ture. We are ignorant
whether theshonorable gentleman poffeffes ftate digni-
ties or emoluments which will be endangered by the

Remarks on

néw {yitem, or hath motives of perfonality. to prejudice .

his mind and throw him.into the oppofition ; or if it be
fo, do not with to evade the objecions by fuch a_charge,
As 4 member of the general Convention, and deputy
from a great ftate, this honorable perfon hath a righe to
fpeak and be heard,” It gives us pleafure to know the
extent otiwhat may be objetedl or even furmifed, by one
whofe fituation was the beft to efpy danger, and mark
the defelive parts of the conftitution, if any fuch there
be,
tells us ¢¢ he was fully convinced that to preferve the
union an efficient government was indifpenfibly necefTu-
ry, and that it would be difficule- to make proper u-
mendments to the old articles of confederation” there-
fore by his own-conceflion there wasan indifpenfible ne-

Mr. Gerry, tho’ in the charaéter of an objeftor,’

ceflity of a fyflem, in many pasticulars entircly ncw.
He tells us further ¢¢ that ifthe people rejeét this alto-
gether, anarchy may enfue’’ and what fituation can e
pi@tured morc awful than u total diffolution of all gov-
ernment.  Many defe@s in the conftitution had beteer
be rifked than to fall back into that flate of rude vio-
lence, in which every man’s hand is againft his neigh-
bour, and there is fo judge to decide between them or
power of juftice to control.  But we hope to fhew that
there are no fuch alurming defeéts in the propofed fruc-
ture of government, and that while a public forcegis cre-
ated, the libertics of the people have every poflible
aard.
¢ Several of the honorable Gentleman’s objefions are
exprefled in fuch vague and indecifive terms, that they
rather deferve the name of infinuations, and we lknow
not againit what particular parts of the fyftem they arc
pointed.  Others are explictt, and if real deferve feri-
ous atttention,  His firft objetion is ¢ that there is no
adequate provifion for a reprefentation of the people’.
"This muft have refpect cither to the number of repre.
{entatives, or to the mauner in which they are chofen;
"The proper number to conftitute a fate reprefentation is
a matter of judgment, in which honelt and wife men of-
ten difagrec.  Were it poflible for all the people to con-.
vene and give their perfonal aflent, fome would think
this the belt mode of making laws, but in the prefent
inflance it is impra&icable.  In towns and fmaller dif-
tri¢ts where all the people inay mect conveniently and
without gxpence this is doubtlefs preferable.  The ftate
reprefentation is compofed of one or two from cvery
town and diftri&, which compofes an” aflembly not fo
large as to be unwicldy in a&ing, nor fo expenfive as to
burden the people.  But if fo numerous a reprefentation
were made from every part of the United States, with
outr prefent population;' the news Congrels would confift
of three thoufand men; with the popalation of Great
Britain to which we may arrive in half 2 century, of
ten thoufand ;5 and with the population of France, which
wo il plieally cqual iva ceandoy and Beln oL udiens
thoufand, . . "

Such a body of men might be an army to defend the
country in cafe of foreign_invafion, but not a legifla~
ture, and the expence to {upport tifem would equal the
whole national revenuc. By the propofed conftitution
ihc new Congrefs will confilt of nearly one hundered
Yien.  When our population is'cqual to Great Britain
of three hundred men, and when ¢qual to France of nine
hundred.  Plenty of Lawgivers ! why any gentleman
thould wifh for more is not conceivable.

Confidering the immenfe-eurritory of America, the
objoction with many will be on the other fide; that
when the whole is populated it will conttitute a jegifli-
ture unmanagable by its numbers,  Convention fore-
fecing this danger, have {o'worded the article, that if the
people fhould atany future time judge neceflary, they
may diminifh the reprefentation.

As the flate legiflatures have to regulate the internal
policy, of cvery town and neighbourhood, it is' conveni-
ent cnough to have onc or two men, particularly ac-
quainted with every fmall diftri@t of ccuntry, its inter-
efts, parties and paflions.  But the feederal legiflature
can take cognizance only of national queftions and in-
terefts, which in thicir very naturc arc general, and for
this purpofe five or ten honeft ard wife men chofen from'
each itate ; men who have had previous cxperience in
ftate legiflation, will be more competent than an hena
dred. ~From an acquaintance with their own ftate lé-
giflatures, they will always know the fenfe of the peops..
at large, and the expence of fupporting fuch a numbey
will be as much as we onght to incur.

If the Hon. gentleman, in faying ¢ there is no ade-
quate provifion for a reprefentation of the people” refers’
to the manncr of choofing them, a reply to this is natur.
ally blended with his fecond obje@ion ¢« chat they have’
na fecurity for the right of eleétion” it ii imipoflible to’
conceive what greater fecurity can be given, by any’
form of words, than we here find. )

The federal reprefentatives are t¢ be chofen by. the'
votes of the people. Lvery freemim is an cle@tor. " The
fame qualifications which enable you to vote for ftate re~
F elentatives, give you afederal voice, Ttisa right you'
cannot loofe, unlefs you firlt apnihilate the fate legifla-
wure,” and declare yourfelves incapable of elecling,;
which is a degree of infutuatiow improbable asa fecond:
deluge to drown the world. .

Your own affemblies are to regulatd the [ermalities of
this choice, and unlefs they betray vou, you caanot be
betrayed,  But perhuips it may be faid, Courrefs have
a power to control this formality as 10 the time and pla-
ces of cleQing, and we allow they have: But this oly-
jettion which at firtt looks frightful was defizned as i
guard to the privileges of the eleors,  Even Rtate aflzaie
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Llies may Mdve their fit¢ sf madnefs and paffion, this tho
not probable is ftill poflible:

We have'a rceent inftance in the ftate of Rhode-Ifl-
and, where a defperate junto are governing, contrary to
the fenfe of a great majority of the people. It may be
sheé cafe in any other ftate, and fhould it cver Rappen,
that the ignorance or rafhnefs of the ftate aflemblies,
in afit of jealoufy fhould deny you this facred righe, .
the deliberate juttice of the continent, is enabiled to in- ;
terpofe, and rellore you a federal voice.  This right is
therefore mare inviolably guarded than it can be by the
goverinentof your ftate, forit is guarenteed by thewhole.
empire.  'I"ho’ out of the order,in which the Hon. fen- -
sleman propofes his doubts, ! with hete to notice torner
guettions which he makes,” The propofed plan among
others he tells us involves thefe queftions ¢ wlhicther the
teveral ftate governments, fhall be fo altered as in effeét
20 be diffolved @ Wiictlier in licuof'the flate governments
the national confticution now propofed fhall be fubftitu-
ted 2" [ with for faghcity to lec on what thefe queltions
arc founded. Noalteration in the. flate. governments,
13 even propofed, but they are to remain identically the
fome that they noware.  Some powers are to'be given
into the hands of your federal reprefentatives; but thefe
powers are' all in their nature general, fach as muft be;
exercifed by the whole or nof atall, and {uchas are -ab-
dlutely heceflary’; of your commerce, the price’ of.
your commodities, your riches and -your fafety will be’
the fport of every foreign adventirer. "Why are we told
of the diffofution of our ftate goveniments, when by this
plan they “are’ indiffolubly linked, -They muft ftand or
tall, live or die together.  The national fegiflature con-
Aifts of two houfes, a fenate and houfe of Reprefentatives.
‘The fenate is to be cliofen' by the affemblics of the parti=
cular ftates ; fo that if the aflemblics ‘aré diffélved, the
fenate diffolves with them.  ‘T'he natiodal reprefenta-
tives are to be chofen by the fame ele@ors,” and* undet
the fame qualifications, as choofc the ltate reprefénta
tives ; fothatif the ftate reprefentation be diffolved; the
tational reprefentation is gone of courfe, .

State reprefentation and government is the 'Very bafis
of the congreffional power propofed. “Thisis the moft
valuable link ih the chain of connexion, and affords
double l'ccur'uj' for the rights of the people.” Your lib-
erties are pledged 10 you by your owh ftase, and by the
power of the whole cinpire.. . You have a'voice in the
ﬁovaumcnt of your own ftate, and in the government of

_thewhole,  Were not the gentleman on whom the re-
marks are made very honourable; dnd by the eminence
of office raifed abovea fulpicion of cunning, we fhould
think he had, in this inftance, infinuated merely to a-
Jarm the tears of the people.  His other objeions will
#c mentioncd in fome fature number of the
LANDHOLDER.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



