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" B O ST o N Neembers.
Hon. Mr. GERRY’s Objetions to figning the National
: Confticution. -
NEW YORK, 18th O&ober 1787.

GENTLEMEN.

HAVE the honour to inclofc, purfuant to iny com-

I miflion, the' conftitution propofed by the Federal
Lonvention,

“To this fyltem [ gave my diffent, and fhall fubmit my
objeétions to the honourable Legiflature.

It was paintul for me, on a {ubje@ of fuch national
importance, to differ from the refpe@able members who

figned the conttitution : But conceiving as I did, that
the liberties of America were not fecured by the fyftem,
it was my dutymo oppofe ite— . o '

My’ principal objeQions to the plan; are that there is
no cdequate provifion for a reprefentation of the prople
—that they have no fccurity for the right of eleétion—

- that fome of the powers of the Legiflature are ambigu-
ons, and others jndéfinite and dangerous—that the Exe-
‘eutive is blended with and will have an undue influence
over the Legiflaturea~that the judicial department will
be oppreflive—athat treaties of the highelt importance
may be formed by the Prefident with the advice of two

~thirds of £ guorom of the Senate—and. that'the fyftem is
without the fecurity of a bill of rights, Thefc are ob-
jections which are not local but apply- equally toall the
States. . S :

Asthe Convention was called for ¢ the fole and exprefs
¢ purpole of revifing the Articles of Confederation, and
¢ reporting to Congrefs and the {everal Legiflatiires fuch
¢ alterations and provifions as thall render the Federal
¢ Conflitution adequate to the exigences of government

_* and the prefervation of the union,’ I did not conceive
that thefe powers extended to the ‘formation of the plan
propofed, but the Convention beintg of a different opiir-
son, I acquielced in ir, being fully convinced that to pre-
ferve the'union, an cfficent goverament was indifpenfibly
neceffary ; and that it would be difficult to majze proper,
amendments to the articles of Confederation. .
. 'I'he Conftitution propafed has few, if any federal fea-
*tares, butis rather a fyftem of wational government :
Neverthelefs, in many refpe@s Fthink it has grcat me-
rit, and by proper amendments may be adapted to the
“¢ exigencies of government and prefervation of liberty.”’

‘The queltion on this plan involves others of the high-
~eft importance—1ft. whether there fhall' be a diffolution
of the federal government ? 2dly. Whether the feveral
State Governments fhall be {o altered, asin effeé tobe
diffolved ;. and 3dly. Whether in licu of the fzderal and
Srare Governments, the satienal Conftitution now pro-
" pofed fhall be fubftituted without amendment ? Never
perhaps were a people called-on to decide a queftion of
greater magnitade—Should the citizens of America
adopt the plan as it now fiands, their liberties may be
loit : Or fhould they rejeét it altogether, * Anarchy
~may enfuc. It is evident therefore, that they fhould
not be pecipitate in their decifigps ; that the fubje&
fhould be well underflood, left they fhould refufe to ip-
port the government, after having baftily accepted it, |,

If thole who are in favour of the Conilitution, as well
as thole who 2re againit it, thould prefcrve moderation,

their difcuflions may afford much information and finally
dire& to an happy iflue. ' ) _ .

. It may be urged by fome that an implicit confidence
fhould be plaeed in the Convention : But, however ref-
pedtable the members'may be who figned the Conflitu-
tion, it muft be admiued, that a free people are the
praper guardians of their rights and libertics—that the
greatet men may err—and that their errours arc fome-
times, of the greatelt magnitude.

™ Qthers may fuppofé, that the Conflitution. may be
fafay ailopted, becaufe therein provifion is made to
amend it : But cannot this objest Ec better attained be-
fore a ratification, than afterit? And tould a fiee peo-

- ple adopt a formy of Governinent, under conviétion that
it wants amendment ?

And fome may conceive, that if the plan is ot ac-
cepted by the peaple, they will not unite in another :
Buc furcly whillt they have the power to amend, they
ase not under the necellity of reje@ing it.:

I have been detained here longer than Texpeéted, but
fhall leave this place in a day or two for Maffachufetts,
aad on my arrival fhall fubmit the reafons (if required
by the Legiflature) on which.my obje&tions arc grounded.

I fhall only add, that as the welfare of the nion re-
quires,a better Conflitation than the Confederation, I
fhall think it my duty as a citizen of Maflachufetts, to

-fupport. that which fhall be finally adopted, fincerely
hoping it will fecure the liberty and happinefs of Ame.
rica. , . !

I'have the honour to be, Gentlemon, with the highe#t
relpe for the honourable Legiflature and yourfelves,
your moit cbedient, and very%xumhlc fervant.’ !

E.' GERRY,
Tbellon. SAMUEL ADAMS, Efy.
Prefident n/‘{/n- SENATE ;. and
ThoHon. JAMES WARREN, Efq.
Spsaker of the iMoufe of Reprefemativves of Mafficchujstss.
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