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WE, the People of
the United Stascs, in order to form a mgre perfect union,
citablith jutlice, infure domeftic tranquility} provide-for

the common defence, promote the genéral Welfare, and
fecure the blefings of liberty to ourfelves and our

polterity, do ordain and eftablifh this contiitution for -

the United States of America.
ARTICLE I.

S:2. 1, ALL leg¥lative powers herein granted thall’
be vefted in 2 Congrefsof the United States, which thall -
confift of a Senate and Houte of Reprefentative,

Sedt. 2. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be com-
pofed of members chofen every fecond year by the
people of the feveral ftates, and the eleftors, in each’
dtate fhall have the qualifications requifite for eledtors of
the moft numcrous branch of the flate legiflature, :

No perfon fhall be a reprefentative who fhall not
have attnined to the age of twentp- five years, and been
feven years a citizen of the United States, and'who fhall’

~ not, when ele@ed, be an inhabitant of that ftate in
which'he fhall be chofen. '

Reprefentatives and dire@ taxes fhall be apportioned
among the feveral ftates which may be included within
this Cnion, according to their refpedtive numbers, which-
fhall be determiiied by adding tothe. whole number of
free perfons, inchiding thofe bound to fervice for a term
of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, threc-fifths.’
of all other perfons. - The afual enumeration fhall be
made within thice years after the firft meeting of the -
Congrefs-of the United States, and within every fib.
fequent term of ten years, in fuch -matner as they fhalt
by lww dire®.. The number of reprefentatives.:thall
not exceed one for every thirey thoufaad, but each fate

. fhall have at lealt one reprefentative: and. until fuch
enumeration fhall- be madg, the ftate of New-Hamp-
thire fhall be entitled to chufe. three, Maflachufetts
eight, Rhode:1flind and Provideuce Plantations one,
Connedticut  five, New-York fix, New-Jerfey. four, .
Pennfylvania eight, Delaware: one, Maryland fix,
Virginia ten, North-Carolina five, South-Carolina five,
and Georeia three. C

« When vacancies happen i the reprefentation from
any ftate, the executive authority thereof fhalliffue writs

- of eleflion to fill fuch vacancies. .

The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall “choofe their
Speaker and other, officers ; and fhall have the fole
power of impeachment. / . ‘ ‘
" Seft: 3. The Senate of the United - States fhall be.
compofed “of two fenators from each’ ftate, cholen by
the ldgiflature thereof,, for fix years ; and each “fenator
ihall have ane vote.- o Co

Immediately- after they fhall be. aflembled in con-
fequence of the firlt ele@ion, they fhill be divided

as cqually as may be into three claffes. The. feats of } :

the fenators ‘of the ficlt clafs fhall be vacated ' at the !
expiration of the fecond year, " of the fecond clafs at the
expiration of the foarth year, and of the third clafs at
+ the-expiration of the fixth year, fo that one third may

‘bz chofen every fecond year: and if 'vacancics: happen | -

by -refignation, or etherivile, duripg the recefs of the

Legiflature of any ftate, the Eyecutive thercof may

-‘make temporary appointments until - the next meeting

_be prefented to ‘the prefident of *the United States.. - If

' phfs the bill, it Mall be fent; together with the objec-

_been prefented to-him, “the {ame fhall be's law, in like
“manner as if he had figned.it, unlefs the Congrels by

fhall not be a law.

Neither houle, during the fefiun of Congref¥, fhalf,
without the confent of the other, adjourn for more than
three days, nor to'any other place than that in which the
two houles fhall be fitting, |

Set. 6. 'I'he fenators and reprefentatives . fhall re-
ceive a compenifation for their fervices, to be afcertained
by law, and paid out of the treafury of the United States.
They thall in all cafes, except treafon, felony ar}d breach
of the peace, be privileged fromarrcft duringtheir ateend-
ance at the feflion of their- refpé&ive houfes, and in go-
ing to and returning from the fame ; and for any {peech.
or debate in either houfe, they fhall not be-queflioned in
any uther plage. - B )

No.fenacor-or reprefencative fhall, during the time for
which he was cletted, be appointed to any civil office
under the authority of the United States, which fhall
have been created, or the emoluments ‘wiltereof fhall
have been encrealed during fuch time ; and no perfon
holding any oftice under the United States; fhall be a
menber of cither houfe during his continuance in office.,

8. 7. Al bills for:raifing -revenue thall originate -J

in the houfe of reprefentatives : but the fenate may pro-

pole or concur witiramendments as on other bills,
Every bill which fhall have pafled the houfe of repre-

fentatives and the fenate, thall, before it became alaw,

he approve he thall fign'it, but if not he fhall return it,
with nis objetlions to that houfe in which it hall have-
originated, who fhall enter’ the obje@ions at large on
their journal, and proceed to reconfider it, Ifafter fuch
reconfideration two-thirds of that houfe' fhall agree to

tions, to the other hatife, by which 1t fhall likewife be re-
confidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that houfe,
it fhall becomé a law. But inall fuch cafes the votes
of both.houfes thall be determtined by yeas and nays,
and the names of the perfons voting for and againft the
bill thall be'entered on the journal of each houfe refped-
ively. . If any bill thall not be returned by the Prefident
within_ ten days (Sundays excepted) afier it fhall hidve

their adjournment; prevent its return, in which cale it

Lvery order, refolution, or vote to whi,c_li‘the‘ concur-
rence of the fenate and houfe of reprefentatives may be
fiecedlary (except on a queltion of adjournient) fhall be
prefented to the Prefident of the United States.; and he-
fore the fame fhali ike effet, tall be approved by him,
or being difapproved by hiin, fhall be repafled by two-
thirds of the fenate and houfe-of reprefentatives, accord-
ing to the ru
a bill. ' . _

Sect. 8. The Congrefs thall hav

les and liniirations preferibed in the: cufe of

e power to lay and

- collet raxes,  duties, ‘impofts-and excites; to pay +the

of the Legiflature, which fhall then fill fuch vacancies. | I

-No perfon ‘Thall be a fenator who fhall not have -at- . forcign coin, and
. ; r .

tained'to the age of thirty years, and been nine years
2 citizen of the United States, and who-thall not, when

ele@tzd, be a
be chofen.

1 inhabi tant of that ftare for which he ‘fhall
The Vice-Prefident of the United S'tate;, fhall be I’,‘x'eﬁ:

!

" dent of the fenate, but thall have no vote, unlefs they be “feturing for limited times to authors and inventors

 exclufive rightto their refpedlive writings and diftove-

equally divided. Co
The Sendte fhall choofe their other officers, and alfo

.. & Prelident pro tempore,’ in the abfence of the Vice-
Prefident, or when he fliall exercife ‘the ofiice of Prefi--

. dentof the United States. R e

‘The Senate fhall have the fole- power to try all im-
peachmentss  When fitting for that purpofe they. thall
be en oath or aflirmation.”
United States is tried, the Chief Juftice thall ‘prefide ;
And no perfon fhall be. canvicted “without the “concur-
rence of twa-thirds of the members prefent.

Judgment in calis of impeachment fhall nat extend
farther than toremoval from office, and difqualification to
hold and cnjoy any office of honour truft or profit undes
the United States : but the party convicted hall never:
thelels be liable and fubje@edl to indi€tment, trial, judg-
ment and punifhment, according to law, : ’

Sef2. 4. The dimes, places and manner of holding c-
12&ions for fenators and reprefentatives, {hall be .pre-
feribed in éach Hate by the legiflature thereof ; but the
Congrefs may at any time by law make or alter fuch re-
sulations; except as to the places of choofing Senators,

"The Congrefs” fhall affemble at Jealt once in every ¢

year, and fuch meeting: thall be on the firtk Monday in
l])cccmber. unlefs they fhalt by law appoint a different
day.

Sz75. Each houfe fhall be ihe judge of the elec-
ticiv, vecrns and qualifications of its own nmembers, and
a majosy of each thall couttitute a quorum to do bufi-
nats ¢ but a fmaller number ‘may adjoury from day to
day, and may be awthorifed to compel the attendance of-

. ablent members, in fuch manner, and under fuch pen- |

alties as each howfe may provide,

Lach hoafe may determine the rules of its proceed-
gs 3 punithits members for diforderly behaviour, and,
with the concurr=ace of two-thirds, expel a member, -

Each houfe thall keep a journal of its proceedings,
and from'time to time publith the fame, excepring fuch
parti as may in their judgmert re?uirc fecrecy s and the
veas and nays of the members of cither honfe on any
Queflion thall at the defive of onc-fifth of thefe prefent,
b entered on the journak

When the LPrefident of the !

(
|

!
|

v

‘and  eéxcifes,
i States.

; cers, and the authority of training. the militia
“to the difcipline preferibed by Congrels,

+ all other powers vefted by

debts and provide!for the common defence and general :
welfare of the United States 5 but all duties, impofts !

fhallbe uniform throughout the United |

"To borrow 'mangy on the. credit.of the United States, -
To.regulate commerce with' foreign’natisns; and 2<
mong the feveral ftates, and' with the Indian tibes, ©
‘T'o eitablith an uniform rule of nataralization, and o
niform laws on the fubjeét of bankruptcies throughout
the United States.- "~ o L
'To coin money, regulate the value thercof, and of
fix the ftandard of weights and mea-
fures, o ] C :
'T'6 provide for, the punifiment of coynterfeitin
fecarities and curvent coin of the United States. .
Td eftablith poft offices and poft roads, !
. .'To promote the progrefs of fcience and ufeful arts

g thql '

, by
the

ries.

To conttitute tribunals inferior to the fupreme court.
Todefine and punith piracies’and felonies commirted
on the high feas; and -offences againtf the law of na-.
tions. . .- o :

.Todeclare war, grantletters of marque and reprifal,
and make rules concerning captures on land and water.

To raife and fupport armies ; but no appropriution of
money to that ufe fhall be for a longer term than two
years. . : ‘ : ‘

To provide'and maintain a navy, .

"T'o make rules for the government and regulation of
the Jand aud naval forces, o - ) .

To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the
laws of'the union, fupprefs infurrections and.repel inva-
fions.

To provide for organizing, arming and difc*plining
the militia, and for' governing fuch part of them as may
be employed in the {ervice of the, United States, - referv.
ingto the States refpetively, the appointment of the ofli.
according

1

H

To exercife exclufive legiflation in all cafes whatfo.
ever, over fuch diftriét (not exceeding. ten miles fquare)
as may, by ceflion of particular States, and the'aceept-
ance of Congrefs, become the feat of the governnient of
the United States, and to exercife like. authority over
all places purchafed by the confenc of the legiflature of
the ftate in which the fame Mall be, for the erection of
forts, mngnzincs, arfenals, dock.yards, and other need-
ful buildings———And .

To make all laws which fhiall be neceffary and proper
for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and
this canflitition in the govern-

ment of the United States, or in any department’ or’

oflicer thercof. - \ .

S, 9. ‘I'he migration o importation of fuch
perlons as any of the flates now exifling (hall think
properto admie, (hall not be prohibited iy the Con-
grels prior to the year one thoufand eight hundred and
cight, butatixor duty may be impofed on fuch impor-

~of any kind whatever,

hobility. -

after the choice of the prefident, the

- of his death, refignation, or.inabilit

“nor diminithed durin

tation; nét exceeding eon dollus Por each-perfon.

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpia fhatl net
be fufpended, unlefs when‘in cafes of rebellion or in-
vafion the public fafety may require it,

)

Nobill of attainderor ¢x pott-fatto law flall be pafled.

No capitation or other dire&t tax fhall be laid, uulefs:
in proportion to the cenfusor cnumeration herein betore
dire@ed to be taken.’. . S e

No tax or duty fhall be laid on articles exportzd.
from any flatc, :

No preference fhall be given by ‘any regulation of
commerce or revenue to the ports of one ftate over
thofe of another, - nor fhall vefiels bound to or from
one ftate be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in
another. T '

Nomoney fhall be drawn from the
confequence of appropriations made by law ; and a
regular ftatement and account of the receipts and cx-
penditures of all'public money tall be publiflied from
time to time, : :

No title of nobility fhall be granted by the United
States. And no perion holding any oflice of profitor
trult under them, thall, without the canfent of the Con-
grels, accepe ofany prefent, emolument, ofice, or title,

from any king, prince, or foreign’

L e
treafury, but in

flate.

Sed. 10.  No ftate fhall enter
ance or confederation;
fal, coin money,
but gold and filv
pafs any bill of

into'any treaty, -alli-
' d iy et o .

grant letters of gl dnd repri-
emit bills of credit, Zatdlie any thing
er colu a tender. in payment of debts, .
attainder ex

.

-poitfullo law; or.law im-

pairing the obligution of contradls, or graat-any title of,..

No ftate 'fhail, without the confent of Congrefs; lay -
any impofts or dutics on’imports or exports,” except
what may be abfolutel
fpedtion laws, and the

y necellary for executing its -in- .
on 13 nett produce of all-duties-and im-
poits, tuid by any-ftate-on imports or exports, fhall be: .

for the ufc of. the treafury of the United States, and ally;

fuclr laws fhall be fubje
Congrets, " No ftate thall, ‘without the confent of Con-
grefs, lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops or fhips of
wirin time of peace, coter into any agreement or com-

gage in war unlefs'a&ually invad
danger-asivill ot admit of delay,: .. .
: R | A

& tothe revifion and control of the -

* pact with another ftate, or with o foreign power, or en. -
ed, orinfuch fmminent..
Y et .

- *8edt. 1. - The executive power fhall be.vefted'in a 7

prefident-of the United States of America.

be cledted as follows @ 5 ... . o
. Bach ftate fhall appoint, in fuch manger as the le-

gillature' thereof may- -dire®t, a number . of cletors, :
£qual fo the wholé number offenators and'reprefentatives .
to which thie fate maybe entitled in the Congrefs ; but -
no'fenator .or reprefintative, . or ' perfon’ holding  an

officé of truft or profit under the United States, fhall be
appointed an ele@ur. : :

Lhe clettors fhall mect in their reﬁ;c&ive ftates, ands

not be an inhabitant of the fame*
And they fhall ntake a lift of
and: of the ‘number of votes
thall fign dnd “certify
the:government ‘of the United . States, dire@ed to the.
preiident of the fenate, * - . ;
“The préfident of the fenate thall in the prefence of the -
fenate and houfe of reprefentatives open all'the certifi-
cutcsh, an’d_t‘}}c votes fhall then be counted, ., -~ ' -,
"The perfon having thi’ greatelt number of vetes
fhall be the ‘preﬁdcn'ti,; if l'u'§h number -be- a majority
of ‘the whole number of elefors appointed ; and if
there be more than 6né’ who have fuch majcrity; and-
Lave an equal:number of votes, then the houfe of repre~
fentatives thall immediately chufe by ballot onc of them
for prefident ; and if no perfon have a majority, ‘then
from the  five highelt on the lift the faid houfe {hallin
like 'manner choofe the prefident. * But in choofing 1fe
prefident, the votes fhall be taken by ftites, theTeprey.
fentation from each ftate having one vote, A querum’
for this purpofe fhall confift of 4 member or mebers
from two-thirds of the ftates, and a mnjm-i!y of all the

ftates fhall be necefliry to a cheice. In every cate,

! perfon having the
greatelt number of votes of the eleélors’ fhall - be. the.
vice-prefident.  But ifthere fhould remain two or more
who hive equal
by ballobthe vice prefident. - : ,

The Congrefs may determine the time of chufing the
cledtors, and the day on which they fhall give their

ftate-with themielves..
all the .perfons vored for,
“for each; which lift they.

“votes; which day fhall be the, fame .throughout the
* United States. o C n

No perfon except a nataral born citizen, or-n citizen
of the United States, at the time. of the adoption of
this conftitution, fhall be eligible to the office of preli-
dent ; ucither thall any perton be cligible to thit oftice
who,thall not have attuined to the, age of thirty.five
years, and been fourteen years: a refident within -the
United States. o
In cafe of the removal of the prefident from office, or
) y- to difcharge the
powers and duties of the faid office, the fame fhall de-
volve on the vice-prefideut, and the Congrefs may by
law provide for the cafe of removal, déath
or inability, both of the prefident aud vice-
claring what ofiicer fhall then agt as prefident, and fuch
officers fhall aét accordingly, until the difability* be re-
moved,-or a prefident fhall be clefted, o
. The prefident thall, at lated times, reccive for his fer-
vices, a compenfation which fhall neither e encreafed
the period for which he thall have
been ele@ted.  And ic fhall not receive within that pe-

riod any other emolument fiom the United States or
any of them. :

prefident, delt
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votes, the fenate fhall choofe from them .

8 . g  He thall....
hold his office durmg e term of four years, and, to- .

* gether with thervice-prefident, chofen for the {amc term, .

vote:by. ballot for two'perfons, of wham anewt leatt. thall -

» and tranfmit fealed to the feat of

» refignation . -



