Declaration and Pledge
of the Women of the United States
concerning their Right to, and their Use of
the Elective Franchise
We the undersigned believing that the sacred rights and privileges of citizenship in
this Republic were guaranteed to us by the original Constitution of the United States, and
that these rights are confirmed and more clearly established by the Fourteenth & Fifteenth
Amendments, so that we can no longer refuse the solemn responsibilities thereof, do hereby
pledge ourselves to accept the duties of the franchise in our several States, so soon as all
legal restrictions are removed.
And believing that character is the best safeguard of national liberty, we pledge
ourselves to make personal purity and integrity of candidates for public office the first test
of fitness.
And, lastly, believing in God as the Supreme Author of the American Declaration of
Independence, we pledge ourselves in the spirit of that memorable Act to work hand in
hand with our fathers, husbands, and sons for the maintenance of those equal rights on
which our Republic was originally founded, to the end that it may have, what is declared to
be the first condition of just government, “the consent of the governed.”
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